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Customs Officers of Uzbekistan Improve Skills in Controlling Illegal Trade in Wild Animals and Plants

Tashkent, 30 May 2017 

On 30-31 May 2017 Tashkent will be visited by a group of experts from the Customs Department at the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania to provide advisory assistance to the customs authorities of Uzbekistan in implementing the provisions of the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora in Uzbekistan and improving the efficiency of customs control when importing and exporting rare animals and plants. The event is organized by the Border Management Programme in Central Asia (BOMCA), funded by the European Union.

International trade in wild animals, plants and their parts and various products is becoming an increasingly attractive source of income. Due to the illegal movement of animals from country to country, mass harvesting of plants and sending them to international markets, many of the species have become endangered. Objects of trade are animals and their derivatives - skins, horns, skulls, claws, feathers, fangs, internal organs, caviar and etc., as well as plants and their parts - leaves, seeds, roots and  etc.

On 3 March 1973 a UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora was signed in Washington by 183 countries, including Uzbekistan. The purpose of the Convention is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten the survival of the species in the wild, and also eliminate illegal trade in wild animals and plants.

Within the meeting with the EU experts on 30-31 May 2017 the representatives of the State Customs Committee of Uzbekistan will get familiarized with the forms and methods of international and interagency cooperation in this field, with the legal framework on protection of wild fauna and flora that are threatened with extinction, risk management in the sphere of illegal trade in rare animals and plants. Particular attention will be paid to detaining of goods that may contain rare species of flora and fauna and conducting further investigation of such offenses, as well as discussion of forms of cooperation with non-governmental organizations, including business agencies, travel agencies and mass media.

For more information on the event and the activity of BOMCA Programme, please visit www.bomca-eu.org, or contact Ms. Zulfiya Sibagatulina, BOMCA National Coordinator for Uzbekistan at zulfiya.sibagatulina@icmpd.org.
	
The Programme is imple-mented by the Consortium of partners led by the State Border Guard of the Republic of Latvia:   
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	This Programme is funded by the European Union

Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Uzbekistan 

International Business Centre, 

107 B Amir Temur Street 

100 084 Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Telephone: +998 71 120 16 01/02/03/04

Fax: +998 71 120 16 08

E-mail: delegation-uzbekistan@eeas.europa.eu 

Website: http://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/uzbekistan
	The European Union is made up of 28 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 60 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders.
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